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Abstract
My participation in the first NTCIR workshop starting in
1997 led to a fifteen year research journey. It was a journey
through Kanji, Katakana, Hiragana, segmentation, bigrams,
phonetic recognition, decompounding and parallel corpora
alignment for lexicon development. In languages the trav-
els went through Japanese, Chinese, Korean, European lan-
guages, Russian, Arabic, and Hindi, as well as mathematics.
It produced three SIGIR workshops (2002, 2006, 2009) on
cross-language search and multilingual information access as
well as a special issue of Information Processing and Man-
agement on cross language information retrieval. In later
years the research direction changed toward geographic and
geo-temporal information retrieval evaluation. This talk will
cover highlights of my personal research journey and pay
tribute to colleagues and students with whom I have been
fortunate enough to collaborate.
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