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Cranfield is Dead; Long Live Cranfield
Ellen Voorhees

ABSTRACT

Evaluating search system effectiveness is a foundational hallmark
of information retrieval research. Doing so requires infrastructure
appropriate for the task at hand, which has frequently entailed
using the Cranfield paradigm: test collections and associated evalu-
ation measures. Observers have declared Cranfield moribund mul-
tiple times in its 60 year history, though each time test collection
construction techniques and evaluation measure definitions have
evolved to restore Cranfield as a useful tool. Now Cranfield’s effec-
tiveness is once more in question since corpora sizes have grown
to the point that finding a few relevant documents is easy enough
to saturate high-precision measures while deeper measures are
unstable because too few of the relevant documents have been
identified. In this talk I'll review how Cranfield evolved in the past
and examine its prospects for the future.
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