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ABSTRACT
Information retrieval makes extensive use of test collections for the
measurement of search system effectiveness. Broadly speaking, this
evaluation framework includes three components: search queries; a
collection of documents to search over; and relevance judgements.
In this talk, we’ll consider two aspects of this process: queries,
and relevance scales. Test collections typically use a single query
to represent a more complex search topic or information need.
However, different people may generate a wide range of query
variants when instantiating information needs. We’ll consider the
implications of this for the evaluation of search systems, and the
potential benefits and costs of incorporating variant queries into
a test collection framework. Relevance judgements are used to
indicate whether the documents returned by a retrieval system are
appropriate responses for the query. They can be made using a
variety of different scales, including ordinal (binary or graded) and
techniques such as magnitude estimation. We’ll examine a number
of different approaches, and explore their benefits and drawbacks
for judging relevance for retrieval evaluation.
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