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TREC Goals

® TJo increase research in information retrieval based
on large-scale collections

® TJo provide an open forum for exchange of
research ideas to increase communication among
academia, industry, and government
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TREC 2008 Program Committee
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Tracks

blog Craig Macdonald, ladh Ounis,
lan Soboroff

enterprise Peter Bailey, Nick Craswell,
Arjen de Vries, lan Soboroff,
Paul Thomas

e Iegal DT Jason Baron Bruce Hedm
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TREC 2008

e TREC 2008: November 18-21
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TREC 2008

® FEvaluation challenges

® continue exploring alternatives to traditional
pooling for test collection building

® sampling methods in MQ, rel fdbk, legal tracks

® new samples entail new evaluation measure
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Blog Track

Tasks:

|. Finding blog posts that contain opinions
about the topic
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Enterprise Track

® Enterprise: CSIRO

® Jopics taken from CSIRO Enquiries
(they get the “contact us” emails)
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Legal Track

® | egal discovery search task
® Jopics divided among several complaints.

® FEach topic includes a request, a Boolean query
(with negotiation), and more...
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Million Query Track

e |0,000 queries
® Gov2 collection (25M web pages, 425 GB)

® Queries divided among long/short, many/few
clicks
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Relevance Feedback Track

Goal: look again at relevance feedback, in
modern collections and with modern
methods

264 topics run on the Gov2 collection
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TREC 2008

® Results are still preliminary...

® So | won’t show them here.
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Reflections

e TREC 2009 will be our 18th year
® 2GB — 426 GB
® 50 topics — 1,800 topics
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The TREC Tracks
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® The Text Analysis Conference is a new

NIST evaluation forum.
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Why TAC!?

TREC - QA

<o PASCAL

& Pattern An@|ysis, Statistical l\/\odeng and

N

Computational Learning
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Why TAC!?

TREC - QA




Features of TAC

® Component evaluations situated within context of
end-user tasks (e.g., summarization, QA)

® opportunity to test components in end-user tasks

® TJest common techniques across tracks

® Small nhumber of tracks
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o ,;l\_.,.,;;_f.,‘.;documents focusgd by a narratlve oL, set of questlons

TAC 2008 Tracks

RTE: systems recognize when one piece of text entails or
contradicts another

QA: systems return a precise answer in response to a
question, focusing on opinion questions asked over blogs

Summarization: systems return a fluent summary of
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Recognizing Textual Entailment (RTE)

® (oal: recognize when one piece of text is entailed by
another

® (lassification Task: given T(ext) and H(ypothesis)

® His entailed by T
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RTE Pairs from QA Setting

® H:generated from questions and candidate answer
terms returned by QA systems searching the VWeb

Baldwin is Antigua's Prime Minister.

® T:candidate answer passages returned by QA
systems
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Update Summarization Task

® Given a topic and 2 chronologically ordered
clusters of news articles,A and B, where A
documents precede B documents

® Create two brief (<=100 words), fluent
summaries that contribute to satisfying the
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Pipelined Opinion QA/Summarization Task
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Pipelined Opinion QA/Summarization Task
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Pipelined Opinion QA/Summarization Task

filchy loved it!

yummy snacks

unhelpful clerk
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Pipelined Opinion QA/Summarization Task

filchy loved it!

yummy snacks

unhelpful clerk
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Pipelined Opinion QA/Summarization Task

filchy

loved it!

yummy snacks

unhelpful clerk
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Opinion QA

TARGET: "MythBusters"

1018.1 RIGID LIST Who likes Mythbuster’s?
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Opinion QA
TARGET: "MythBusters"

1018.1 RIGID LIST Who likes Mythbuster’s?
BLOG06-3334 CAPS_CHAMP
BLOGO06-8580 Jon
BLOGO06-3982  Zonk

1018.2 SQUISHY LIST Why do people like Mythbuster’s?
BLOGO06-6706  The Mythbusters chlcas are purdy
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Opinion Summarization

® |nput
® Target, |-2 squishy list questions

® Documents known to have answers

® (Optional answer-snippets in each document
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Proposed TAC 2009 Tracks

=

2. Summarization:

NIST

National Institute of
Standards and Technology
U.S. Department of Commerce




New for TREC 2009

® Chemical IR track

® New blog track collection
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Chemical IR track

® (Coordinators: John Tait (IRF), Jianhan Zhu (Open U), Jimmy
Huang (York U), Mihai Lupu (IRF)

® Document collection (to be provided by IRF)

® ~]00,000 patents (XML formatted)

® ~45,000 journal articles from the UK Royal Society of
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Blog track

® Coordinators: ladh Ounis, Craid Macdonald (U
Glasgow), lan Soboroff (NIST)

® New Blog08 collection

® spans a full year
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New web collection

| billion web pages (~ 25 TB uncompressed)

Collected by CMU (with advice from major search
engines)

Spans the 10 most prominent languages on the web

Available on a set of hard drives for nominal cost
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Web Track

® Coordinators: Nick Craswell (MSR), Charles
Clarke (U Waterloo)

® A reborn web track

® Focus on web search tasks
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Entity Track

® An entity is something with a homepage — people,
products, organizations...

® (Coordinators: Krisztian Balog (UvA), Paul Thomas

(CSIRO), Arjen de Vries (CWI), Thijs Westerveld
(Teezir)
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TREC 2009

Blog e Entity

Chemical ® Relevance
Feedback

® Million Quer
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ICWSM 2009

The International Conference on Weblogging and
Social Media has a data challenge

® (chairs: lan Soboroff and Akshay Java)

® Data: 40 million blog posts covering 8 weeks (Aug
- Oct 2008) (provided by Spinn3r.com)
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