
Memorandum on Participation in NTCIR and the Use of Evaluation Results 
 

NTCIR (NII Testbeds and Community for Information access Research) is a long-standing 
international research initiative in which task organizers and participating teams collaboratively 
investigate foundational and applied challenges in information access technologies. These include, 
but are not limited to, information retrieval, question answering, information extraction, and 
multimedia processing for enhanced information access. Experimental results produced in each 
NTCIR cycle are presented at the NTCIR conference, where preliminary comparisons among 
participating systems and approaches are reported. 
 

As a scientific community that places the utmost importance on accuracy, fairness, and 
transparency, NTCIR requires all participating teams to adhere to the following guidelines governing 
the publication, announcement, and advertisement of evaluation results. These guidelines are 
established to prevent the dissemination of incomplete, misleading, or unfair interpretations of 
NTCIR outcomes, and to avoid discouraging future participation. 
 

Participation in each round of NTCIR requires a signed agreement acknowledging these 
conditions. Any team that violates the terms of this agreement may be restricted from participating in 
future NTCIR activities. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
1. Accuracy, Fairness, and Transparency: Any release of NTCIR evaluation results, whether in 

conference papers, workshop papers, journal articles, technical reports, press releases, web 
articles, social media posts, or any other form, must adhere to the standards of the research 
community regarding accuracy, fairness, and transparency. Publications must clearly describe 
the limitations, assumptions, and experimental settings involved, and must disclose factors that 
may have influenced the results. The corresponding NTCIR overview paper must always be 
cited. 

2. Restriction on Premature Release: Any dissemination of NTCIR evaluation results in any 
format prior to the publication of the official overview paper requires explicit approval from the 
NTCIR general co-chairs. 

3. Prohibition of Advertisements: Use of NTCIR evaluation results for commercial advertising 
or promotional purposes is prohibited. 

 

ENDORSEMENT (Please type): 

I,                                             (name), acting on behalf of  

                                              (team name) in  

                                             (organization),  

acknowledge my understanding of the above guidelines and accept this agreement. As a condition of 

our participation in NTCIR, my team and team members agree to follow these guidelines. I am 

qualified to make this commitment. 

 

 

 

Signature:                                                    Date:                 


