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Three Retrospectives for the Three “Originals”

A Legacy of 
Research 
Impact



Chapter Theme: Impact Through Innovation

• Focus: Something NTCIR did that was novel at the time
• Each chapter is about one innovation, not (just) about an NTCIR task

• Innovation: How NTCIR first did it
• This is where readers can learn about the task where it was introduced

• Impact: What happened after that
• At and beyond NTCIR
• Not necessarily because of NTCIR



Thirteen Innovations

1. Graded relevance
2. Document-linked comparable 

corpora for CLIR
3. Evaluation of text summarization
4. Patent retrieval
5. Multi-modal summarization
6. Multilingual opinion analysis
7. Patent translation

8. Component evaluation for QA
9. Temporal information access
10. SogouQ: The first large-scale test 

collection with click streams used 
in a shared-task evaluation

11. Efficient information access with 
smartphones

12. Mathematical IR
13. Lifelog organization and retrieval



The Rest of the Story

• Foreward by Mark Sanderson

• The pre-history and history of NTCIR
• Three progenitors, three institutions, three names, three marriages, …

• (Then the 13 innovation chapters)

• Whither information retrieval evaluation?

• Online appendix: Reflections from the NTCIR-14 Participants



Collective Creation

• Read a chapter at http://sakailab.com/ntcirbookdraft/
• Then send your constructive comments to ntcirbookfeedback@list.waseda.jp

• Tweet your thoughts about NTCIR with #ntcirbook
• We’ll collect these for the online appendix


