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ABSTRACT

In this perspective presentation, I will review two core methods of
improving the evaluation of information retrieval systems. Innova-
tion in depth refers to deepening our empirical and theoretical un-
derstanding of effectiveness within a class of information retrieval
problems. Innovation in breadth refers to understanding effective-
ness in novel or underrepresented information access patterns. I will
describe how different styles of evaluation research fit into these
classes, connecting recent work in fairness and preference-based
evaluation to a longer tradition of information retrieval research. I
will close by reflecting on the value of seeing evaluation research
as brittle and precarious.
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