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General American (GA) is a cover term used for the group of accents in the United States that
do not bear the marked regional characteristics of either the East (more precisely, Eastern New
England and New York City) or the South (mainly ranging from Virginia, the Carolinas and
Georgia to Louisiana and Texas). These two areas easily perceived as linguistically distinct
from the rest of the United States, while the rest -- the GA area -- appears to be the variety that
has no marked regional characteristics, except the negative ones of being non-eastern and
non-southern. GA is, then, one of at least three ““standard accents" found in the United States;
it is by far the most widespread one. It has the largest geographical spread and is the accent
commonly used in the television networks covering the whole of the United States.

H. J. Giegerich (1992), English Phonology : An introduction, Cambridge University Press, New
York
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